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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 14-16, 41-47, 51-56, 58, 59, 62-67, 70-76, 81-107 and 109-116. 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 8, 17-39, 48-50, 57, 60, 68, 69, 77-80, 108, 117, and add 
claims 125-129, as set forth below: 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for knowledge transfer in a group setting, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each adapted to provide a p articipant work area having 
a plurality of panels, each participant workstation ar e as, e ach having at least one corresponding 
participant input-device and participant display, and-each of the participant input-devices being 
adapted to define participant images that are then included on the corresponding participant work 
area; and 

a moderator workstation work ar e a, comprising at least one moderator input-device and 
adapted to provide a moderator work area having a plurality of panels , the at least one moderator 
input-device being adapted to define moderator images that are then included on the moderator 
work area and to select moderator images that are then simultaneously included on each of the 
plurality of participant work areas; 

wherein the moderator input-device is further adapted to select participant images from any of 
the plurality of participant work areas that are then included on the moderator work area; 

wherein the moderator workstation is adapted to identify a panel other than a currently 
displayed panel to acquire from a selected participant work area and to transmit a request 
message to the corresponding participant workstation for the identified panel; and 

wherein the corresponding participant workstation is adapted to transmit the identified panel 
to the moderator workstation in response to the request message . 

2. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein th e mod e rator input d e vic e s e lects 
mod e rator imag e s that ar e th e n simultan e ously included on e ach of th e plurality of participant 
work ar e as wh e n th e mod e rator has finish e d d e fining it. 
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wherein the moderator workstation is adapted to identify more than one panel to acquire from 
a selected participant work area and to transmit a request message to the corresponding 
participant workstation for the identified panels; and 

wherein the corresponding participant workstation is adapted to transmit the identified panels 
to the moderator workstation in response to the request message. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of display elements adapted 
to display the moderator work area and the plurality of participant work areas. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein the plurality of display elements are substantially 
located to permit a user to simultaneously view one of the display elements and hear 
substantially every other user that is viewing another of the display elements. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein the user hears substantially every other user 
through a form of audio transmission. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein the work areas are permitted to have a size 
exceeding that which can be displayed on the display elements. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 6, wherein the work areas each comprise at least one scroll. 

8. (Currently amended) The system of claim 7, wherein each scroll comprises a set of 
practically infinit e scrollable panels. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the work areas can be stored as a single computer 
file, and wherein previously-saved files can be imported into a work area. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the input-devices are adapted to define the 
images by creating text objects and draw objects corresponding to the images. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 1 0 3 wherein the input-devices are further adapted to define 
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12. (Original) The system of claim 10 5 wherein the input-devices are further adapted to define 
the images by creating bitmap objects. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein additional participant work areas can be created 
and added to the system while the system is in operation. 

14-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 4-634, wherein the moderator work area 
comprises a shar e d the shared work area and a moderator private work area, and each participant 
work area comprises a participant public work area and a private work area. 

18. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 17, wherein each participant's work 
station displays images placed on the shared work area superimposed on images placed in that 
participant's public work area. 

19. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 4-634, wherein the n e twork system can 
be used in a group mode and a standalone mode. 

20. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 4-634, wherein the workstations are 
located such that a first user positioned to use a workstation and a second user positioned to use a 
different workstation can hear each other speak. 

21 . (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 20, wherein every user positioned to use 
a workstation can hear every other user positioned to use any other workstation. 

22. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 4-634, wherein no user positioned to use 
a workstation can hear any other user positioned to use a different workstation. 
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23. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 4434, wherein images are organized in 
notebook data structures comprising at least one panel. 

24. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 23, wherein the images are stored as at 
least one object in a single panel. 

25. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 23, wherein the images are stored as at 
least one record in a relational database. 

26. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 23, wherein the images are stored as at 
least one record in an indexed database. 

27. (Currently amended) The network system of claim 4634, wherein images placed on a 
participant's work area at a participant workstation may be viewed only at that workstation 
unless that participant decides to permit them to be viewed from another workstation. 

28. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 27, wherein a participant can implement 
a decision to permit an image placed on a participant work area to be viewed at another 
workstation by setting a flag. 

29. (Currently amended) The network system of claim 27, wherein a participant can implement 
a decision to permit an image placed on a participant work area to be viewed at another 
workstation by actively causing information corresponding to the image to be transmitted to 
another workstation. 

30. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 461, further comprising collision- 
correction functionality. 

31. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 30, wherein the collision-correction 
functionality comprises functionality permitting toggling between a plurality of view modes. 
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32. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 30, wherein the collision-correction 
functionality comprises functionality permitting relocation of images on the participant work 
area. 

33. (Currently amended) Th e n e twork of claim 32, A network of computers programmed for 
knowledge transfer in a group setting, the network comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each programmed to provide a participant work area 
and having at least one corresponding participant input-device, and each of the participant input- 
devices being adapted to create data structures defining participant images that are then included 
in the participant work area; and 

a moderator workstation, programmed to provide a moderator work area and comprising at 
least one moderator input-device, the at least one moderator input-device being adapted to: 
create data structures defining moderator images that are then included in the moderator 

work area, and 

to select moderator images that are then simultaneously included in each of plurality of 
participant work areas; 

wherein the moderator input-device is further adapted to select participant images from any of 
the plurality of participant work areas that are then included in the moderator work area; 

further comprising collision-correction functionality permitting relocation of images in the 
participant work area; 

wherein the relocation of images occurs automatically when a collision occurs. 

34. (Currently amended) Th e n e twork of claim 1 6, furth e r comprising collision avoidanc e 
functionality. 

A system for knowledge transfer in a group setting, the system comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each adapted to provide a participant work area and 

having at least one corresponding participant input-device and participant display, each of the 

participant input-devices being adapted to define participant images that are then included in the 

corresponding participant work area; 

a moderator workstation comprising a moderator input-device and moderator display, said 

moderator workstation adapted to provide a moderator work area including a shared work area 



Page 6 of 23 of Amendment After First Action 



' Serial No. 09/899,43 1 Attorney Docket No. 137-2 

where images may be placed by the moderator and participants, the moderator input-device 
being adapted to define moderator images that are then included in the shared work area and in 
each of the participant work areas, the moderator images generally displayed superimposed on 
participant images in the participant work areas: and 

collision-avoidance functionality permitting a participant to place a first image in the shared 
work area visible to the moderator, the first image having a corresponding image in the 
participant work area that is not visible to the moderator. 

35. (Currently amended) The n e twork system of claim 34, wherein the collision-avoidance 
functionality comprises a margin that does not have a corresponding location of the shared work 
area. 

36. (Currently amended) Th e n e twork of claim 3 4 , 

A network of computers programmed for knowledge transfer in a group setting, the network 
comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each programmed to provide a participant work area 
and having at least one corresponding participant input-device, and each of the participant input- 
devices being adapted to create data structures defining participant images that are then included 
the participant work area; and 

a moderator workstation, programmed to provide a moderator work area and comprising at 
least one moderator input-device, the moderator work area including a shared work area, the at 
least one moderator input-device being adapted to: 

create data structures defining moderator images that are then included in the moderator 

work area, and 

to select moderator images that are then simultaneously included on each of plurality of 
participant work areas; 

wherein the moderator input-device is further adapted to select participant images from any of 
the plurality of participant work areas that are then included on the moderator work area; 

further comprising wher e in th e collision-avoidance functionality compris e s functionality that 
permits the participant to place footnote images on the participant work area that provide a link 
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between the footnote images and corresponding images placed on a portion of the participant 
work area that is not superimposed on the shared work area. 

37. (Currently amended) The network of claim 3438, wherein the participant work area 
comprises a participant public work area and a private work area, wherein the moderator work 
area includes a shared work area, and wherein images placed on the participant's public work 
area are generally displayed superimposed on images on the shared work area. 

38. (Currently amended) Th e n e twork of claim 3 4 , 

A network of computers programmed for knowledge transfer in a group setting, the network 
comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each programmed to provide a participant work area 
and having at least one corresponding participant input-device, and each of the participant input- 
devices being adapted to create data structures defining participant images that are then included 
the participant work area; and 

a moderator workstation, programmed to provide a moderator work area and comprising at 
least one moderator input-device, the at least one moderator input-device being adapted to: 
create data structures defining moderator images that are then included in the moderator 

work area, and 

to select moderator images that are then simultaneously included on each of plurality of 
participant work areas; 

wherein the moderator input-device is further adapted to select participant images from any of 
the plurality of participant work areas that are then included on the moderator work area; 

further comprising wh e rein th e collision-avoidance functionality compris e s functionality that 
permits the participant to place footnote images in the participant public work area, the footnote 
images providing a link to corresponding images located elsewhere. 

39. (Currently amended) The network of claim 3S37, wherein the corresponding images are 
placed on the participant's private work area. 

40. (Original) The network of claim 38, wherein the footnote images are implemented as 
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hyperlinks which include functionality that causes the participant's workstation to display the 
corresponding images. 

41-47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 4 4127 , wherein images placed on a 
participant work area at a participant workstation may be viewed only at that workstation unless 
a participant decides to permit them to be viewed from another workstation. 

49. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 48, wherein a participant can implement 
a decision to permit an image placed on a participant work area to be viewed at another 
workstation by setting a flag. 

50. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 48, wherein a participant can implement 
a decision to permit an image placed on a participant work area to be viewed at another 
workstation by actively causing information corresponding to the image to be transmitted to 
another workstation. 

51-56. (Cancelled) 

57. (Currently amended) Th e n e twork of claim 55, A network of computers programmed for 
knowledge transfer in a group setting, the network comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each programmed to provide a participant work area 
and having at least one corresponding participant input-device, and each of the participant input- 
devices being adapted to create data structures defining participant images that are then included 
on the participant work area; 

a moderator workstation, programmed to provide a moderator work area and comprising at 
least one moderator input-device, the at least one moderator input-device being adapted to: 

create data structures defining moderator images that are then included on the moderator 

work area, and 
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select moderator images that are then simultaneously included on each of plurality of 
participant work areas; 

wherein the moderator work area comprises a moderator public scroll and a moderator private 
scroll, and each participant work area comprises a participant public scroll and a participant 
private scroll; 

wherein each participant workstation displays images placed on the participant's public scroll 
by the moderator superimposed on images placed on the participant's public scroll by the 
participant; and 

wherein the moderator input-device is further adapted to select participant images from any of 
the plurality of participant work areas that are then included on the moderator work area; 

further comprising wh e r e in th e collision-avoidance functionality compris e s functionality that 
permits the participant to place footnote images on the participant work area that provide a link 
between the footnote images and corresponding images that are not typically superimposed on 
the-a_shared work area. 

58-59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Currently amended) Th e n e twork of claim 58, A network of computers programmed for 
knowledge transfer in a group setting, the network comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each programmed to provide a participant work area 
and having at least one corresponding participant input-device, and each of the participant input- 
devices being adapted to create data structures defining participant images that are then included 
on the participant work area; and 

a moderator workstation, programmed to provide a moderator work area and comprising at 
least one moderator input-device, the at least one moderator input-device being adapted to: 

create data structures defining moderator images that are then included on the moderator work 
area, and 

select moderator images that are then simultaneously included on each of plurality of 
participant work areas; 
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wherein the moderator work area comprises a moderator public scroll and a moderator private 
scroll, and each participant work area comprises a participant public scroll and a participant 
private scroll; 

wherein each participant workstation displays images placed on the participant's public scroll 
by the moderator superimposed on images placed on the participant's public scroll by the 
participant; 

wherein the moderator input-device is further adapted to select participant images from any of 
the plurality of participant work areas that are then included on the moderator work area; 

wherein the participant work area comprises a participant public work area and a participant 
private work area; and 

wherein images placed on the participant public work area are generally displayed 
superimposed over images on the public scroll; 

further comprising wher e in th e c ollision-avoidance functionality compris e s functionality that 
permits the participant to place footnote images in the participant public work area, the footnote 
images providing a link to corresponding images located in the participant's private work area. 

61. (Original) The network of claim 60, wherein the footnote images are implemented as 
hyperlinks which include functionality that causes the participant's work station to display the 
corresponding images. 

62-67. (Cancelled) 

68. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 6 7128 , wherein a participant can 
implement a decision to permit an image placed on a participant work area to be viewed at 
another workstation by setting a flag. 

69. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 67 128 , wherein a participant can 
implement a decision to permit an image placed on a participant work area to be viewed at 
another workstation by actively causing information corresponding to the image to be 
transmitted to another workstation. 
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70-76. (Cancelled) 

77. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 2679, wherein the corresponding images 
located elsewhere comprise images placed on the participant's private work area. 

78. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 74 128 , wherein the participant work 
area comprises a participant public work area and a private work area, wherein images placed on 
the participant public work area are generally displayed superimposed over images on the shared 
work area. 

79. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 78, wherein th e collision avoidanc e 
functionality compris e s functionality that p e rmits a participant t e -can place footnote images in 
the participants public work are a that are superimposed on the shared work area , the footnote 
images providing a link to corresponding images located elsewhere. 

80. (Currently amended) The n e twork method of claim 79, wherein the footnote images are 
implemented as hyperlinks which include functionality that causes the participant's workstation 
to display the corresponding images. 

81-107. (Cancelled) 

108. (Currently amended) A system for knowledge transfer in a group setting, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of participant work stations, each comprising: 
at least one participant display device; 
at least one input device; 
a participant public scroll; and 
a participant private scroll; 
the at least one participant input device being adapted to permit the participant to create data 
structures on the participant public scroll and participant private scroll defining images that are 
displayed on the at least one participant display device; and 
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a moderator work station, comprising: 
at least one moderator display device; 
at least one moderator input-device; and 
a moderator public scroll; 
the at least one moderator input device being adapted to create data structures on the 
moderator public scroll and each of the participant public scrolls defining images that are 
displayed on the at least one moderator display device and on each of the at least one participant 
display devices^ 

wherein the scrolls each comprise a plurality of panels, each panel comprising a plurality of 
objects created in a sequence; and 

wherein at least one of said workstations is adapted to replay the creation sequence of objects 
on a given panel in obiect-by-obiect fashion. 

109-116. (Cancelled) 

1 17. (Currently amended) The system of claim 446108, wherein the objects are organized as 
linked-lists on each panel. 

118. (Original) The system of claim 1 17, wherein objects placed on a scroll can be replayed by 
displaying corresponding images as the objects are added to the display one object at a time. 

1 19. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 8, wherein the objects are added to the display in the 
order they were added to the scroll. 

120. (Original) The system of claim 118, wherein the objects are added to the display in the 
order they were added to a given panel. 

121. (Original) The system of claim 108, wherein each of the participant input devices can only 
create data structures that are placed on the participant's scrolls unless a moderator input device 
is used to permit otherwise. 
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122. (Original) The system of claim 118, wherein data structures included on the moderator 
public scroll are automatically placed on each of the participant public scrolls, and wherein a 
moderator input device can be used to permit a data structure created by a participant input 
device to be placed on other participant's scrolls by selecting it to be included on the moderator 
public scroll. 

123. (Original) The system of claim 1 18, wherein a moderator input device can be used to 
permit a data structure created by a participant input device to be included on other participant 
public scrolls by causing the participant work station at which that participant input device is 
located to become the moderator workstation. 

124. (Original) The system of claim 123, wherein a moderator input device can cause a 
participant workstation to become the moderator input device by passing a security token. 

125. (New) A system for knowledge transfer in a group setting, the system comprising: 

a plurality of participant workstations, each adapted to provide a participant work area and 
having at least one corresponding participant input-device and participant display, each of the 
participant input-devices being adapted to define participant images that are then included in the 
corresponding participant work area; and 

a moderator workstation comprising a moderator input-device and moderator display and 
adapted to provide a moderator work area, the moderator input-device being adapted to define 
moderator images that are then included in the moderator work area and to transmit moderator 
images to participant workstations, said moderator images including objects drawn by the 
moderator using the moderator input-device, wherein the moderator workstation is further 
adapted to transmit an object drawn by the moderator to participant workstations when the object 
is complete. 

126. (New) An interactive learning method, comprising: 

providing a participant work area on each of a plurality of participant workstations each 
having at least one corresponding participant input-device and participant display, each of the 
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participant input-devices being adapted to define participant images that are then included in the 
corresponding participant work area; 

providing a moderator work area on a moderator workstation comprising a moderator input- 
device and moderator display, the moderator input-device being adapted to define moderator 
images that are then included in the moderator work area and to transmit moderator images to 
participant workstations, said moderator images including objects drawn in the moderator work 
area using the moderator input-device; and 

transmitting an object drawn in the moderator work area to participant workstations when the 
object is complete. 

127. (New) An interactive learning method, comprising: 

providing on each of a plurality of participant workstations a participant work area having a 
plurality of panels, each participant workstation having at least one corresponding participant 
input-device and participant display, each of the participant input-devices being adapted to 
define participant images that are then included in the corresponding participant work area; 

providing a moderator work area having a plurality of panels on a moderator workstation 
comprising at least one moderator input-device, the at least one moderator input-device being 
adapted to define moderator images that are then included in the moderator work area and to 
select moderator images that are then simultaneously included in each of the participant work 
areas; 

using the moderator workstation to identify a panel other than a currently displayed panel to 
acquire from a selected participant work area; 

transmitting a request message from the moderator workstation to the corresponding 
participant workstation for the identified panel; and 

transmitting the identified panel from the corresponding participant workstation to the 
moderator workstation in response to the request message. 

128. (New) An interactive learning method, comprising: 

providing a participant work area on each of a plurality of participant workstations having at 
least one corresponding participant input-device and participant display, each of the participant 
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input-devices being adapted to define participant images that are then included in the 
corresponding participant work area; 

providing a moderator work area on a moderator workstation comprising a moderator input- 
device and moderator display, said moderator work area including a shared work area where 
images may be placed by the moderator and participants, the moderator input-device being 
adapted to define moderator images that are then included in the shared work area and in each of 
the participant work areas, the moderator images generally displayed superimposed on 
participant images in the participant work areas; and 

placing a first image from a participant workstation in the shared work area visible to the 
moderator, the first image having a corresponding image in the participant work area that is not 
visible to the moderator. 

129. (New) An interactive learning method, comprising: 

providing a plurality of participant work stations, each comprising: 
at least one participant display device; 
at least one input device; 
a participant public scroll; and 
a participant private scroll; 

the at least one participant input device being adapted to permit the participant to create 
data structures on the participant public scroll and participant private scroll defining 
images that are displayed on the at least one participant display device; 
providing a moderator work station, comprising: 
at least one moderator display device; 
at least one moderator input-device; and 
a moderator public scroll; 

the at least one moderator input device being adapted to create data structures on the 
moderator public scroll and each of the participant public scrolls defining images that are 
displayed on the at least one moderator display device and on each of the at least one 
participant display devices.! 
wherein the scrolls each comprise a plurality of panels, each panel comprising a plurality of 
objects created in a sequence; and 
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wherein the creation sequence of objects on a given panel of at least one of said scrolls is 
replayed in object-by-object fashion. 
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